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Synopsis

Lonely Planet: The world’s leading travel guide publisher Lonely PlanetA Discover New Zealand is
your passport to New Zealand’s top sights and most authentic experiences. Start your trip with a
rush in Queenstown, the birthplace of bungy jumping, kayak through the verdant cliffs of Milford
Sound or enjoy local wines in Auckland, all with your trusted travel companion. Offering
visually-inspiring content along with the most relevant, up-to-date advice on what to see and skip,
and what hidden discoveries await you, this photo-rich, user-friendly guide makes planning fun and
easy. Discover the best of New Zealand and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet Discover
New Zealand: In-depth coverage of the destination’s must-see sights along with hidden gems that
most guidebooks miss to get you to the heart of a place Intuitively organized with essential
information at your fingertips Eye-catching full-colour design and easy-to-use layout with maps and
images throughout Annotated images that bring a destination to life Practical planning and transport
tools including a fold-out map (included in print version) that gives instant access to must-see sights
to help you navigate as you plot out your itinerary Short and extended itineraries to help you tailor
your trip to your personal needs and interests to make the most of your time on the road Insider tips
and insights to save time and money, avoid crowds and trouble spots, and to get to know the
destination like a local Honest recommendations for all budgets Cultural insights and background
information to put top sights and experiences in context and to give you a richer, more rewarding
travel experience (includes history, multiculturalism, religion, arts, architecture, food, and
environment) Free, convenient pull-out New Zealand map (included in print version) plus over 70
maps Covers Auckland, Bay of Islands, Coromandel Peninsula, Waikato, King Country, Rotorua,
Taupo, Tongariro National Park, Wellington, Marlborough, Nelson, Christchurch, Queenstown,
Fiordland and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely PlanetA Discover New Zealand , our easy-to-use,
expertly curated guide, is filled with inspiring and colourful photos and focuses on New Zealand’s
most popular attractions and authentic experiences for those looking for the best of the best and
have minimal time for planning. Looking for a comprehensive guide that recommends both popular
and offbeat experiences, and extensively covers all the country has to offer? Check out Lonely
Planet New Zealand guide. Looking for a guide for just the North Island or the South Island? Check
out Lonely Planet New Zealand’s North Island or New Zealand’s South Island for a comprehensive
look at all the islands have to offer About Lonely Planet: Since 1973, Lonely Planet has become the
world’s leading travel media company with guidebooks to every destination, an award-winning
website, mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated traveller community. Lonely Planet

covers must-see spots but also enables curious travellers to get off beaten paths to understand



more of the culture of the places in which they find themselves. TripAdvisor Travelers’ Choice
Awards 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016 winner in Favorite Travel Guide category 'Lonely Planet.
It's on everyone’s bookshelves; it’s in every traveller's hands. It's on mobile phones. It’s on the
Internet. It's everywhere, and it’s telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.’ -

Fairfax Media (Australia)
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Customer Reviews

Awesome travel guide!!

Sort of helpful *before* your trip to plan high-level itinerary, but the book reads like a travel brochure
rather than a guide. Very limited use once on the trip. The first 15 pages are the most useful
sections. They give you high-level recommendations on regions to spend your time (where and for
how many days), as well as A¢A Acemust-dosA¢A A«in NZ.The book does well on zooming into a
cityA¢A A™s center and showing where the clusters of restaurants, bars, and notable shopping
areas are. That helps you quickly figure out how close a particular restaurant is to where you’re
staying (if you're staying in-town).General lack of information on A¢A Acethings to doA¢A As while in
NZ: For example, in Wanaka, it makes almost no mention of any particular good walking tracks
(Rob Roy to Mt. Aspiring, duh!) and rather just becomes a A¢A Acephone bookAg¢A As of
commercial companies offering guided experiences. There isnA¢A A™t even much commentary on

the differences between the various guided companies. This is completely useless since this info is



easily searchable on Google/Tripadvisor and readily available in all of the ad material in NZ. And the
Internet has real user reviews! This theme repeats itself throughout most of the cities in the book.
The free magazine your car rental company gives you is almost just as good.Too much focus on
commercial guide company listings and not enough real info. For example, itA¢A A™s easy to
google kayak companies in Abel Tasman, but the more difficult question is what else | can fit into
my drive from Abel Tasman heading south to the next big thing? Any good pit stops? Quick bang for
the buck detours | should make? And how long will it take? What places are good bases for
exploring a region? These are the practical questions that the book will not provide answers to.Most
of the maps suck. They are either super zoomed in to one specific neighborhood, or super zoomed
out showing 1/4 of the island. This works for very metropolitan city visits, but not for NZ. There is no
middle ground view for the towns themselves. Given NZ sometimes has confusing (or non-existent)
road signs, this info is key! This makes navigating from 1 small town to another challenging,
especially without GPS navigation.Everything is grouped into one A¢A AceregionA¢A A« with no
practical information on navigating through the area. For example, the book solidly touts the Hot
Water Beach as a fun visit, and groups it in the Auckland section, but fails to mention that

itA¢A A™s 2+ hours away from Auckland. What else do you suggest | do that day? Are there any
stops along the way that are worth making? That's 4+ hours of driving in a day that it casually sells
as a 'stop by while you're in Auckland and then have coffee in the afternoon back in the city center’!
Tell me it's 4 hours away and help me build an Auckland itinerary instead.Positive: some good
restaurant recommendations that turned out quite good. However, | could have just as easily

searched these on the day-of online.
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